
The Goodhue County Safe Harbor Protocol

Team will develop policies and best practices

to allow agencies providing services in

Goodhue County to screen for at-risk

individuals and respond to reports of sex

trafficking and/or sexual exploitation in an

inclusive, appropriate, and consistent manner.
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Goodhue County SMART and Safe Harbor
Protocol Team Survivor Bill of Rights

• You will not be discriminated against based on your 
• race, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, 
• disability, age, source of payment, sex, gender 
• identity, or gender expression.

• Your immigration status or national origin will not affect 
• your emergency care or services. 

• You may ask for an interpreter if you need assistance with 
• your communication needs.

• You have the right to be treated with fairness and respect 
• for your dignity and privacy.

• You may choose to have an advocate from the local sexual 
• assault program stay with you during your exam or any 
• interview with the police or prosecutor.

• You may choose to report to the police or not. 

• You may ask the officer for a case number and how to find 
• out what happens next.

• You have the right to request that the law enforcement 
• agency withhold public access to data revealing your 
• identity if possible. 

• You have the right to receive a medical forensic 
• examination, free of charge and the right to any test 
• results.

• You have the right to ask questions about the process.

• You have the right to file an Order for Protection or 
• Harassment Restraining Order

• You have the right, if an offender is charged, to be 
• informed of and participate in the prosecution process, 
• including the right to request restitution (money court 
• ordered from the offender paid to the victim). 

• You have the right to notification if prosecution of the case 
• is declined or criminal charges are dismissed. 

• You have the right to apply for financial help for losses 
• resulting from a violent crime. 

• You have the right to decline any services offered to you.

• You have the right to be informed about any other 
• medical, counseling, crisis response, legal, campus 
• disciplinary, and/or victim advocacy services.

• You have the right to be informed about appropriate 
• community resources.

• Your rights will not be impacted by whether or not you 
• report to law enforcement.

PROTOCOL TEAM

TEAM VISION STATEMENT

The Goodhue County Safe Harbor
Protocol Team shall focus on
prevention, intervention, responses,
and providing services to at-risk
individuals, victims/survivors,
caregivers and families, service
providers, and the community that
reflect the following principles:

Ph: 651.380.9614
smartcoordinator@hope-coalition.org
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Core Principles

Youth-Centered

Youth-centered is an approach to working with youth

that recognizes their personal agency.  Professionals

may vary in their ability to enact youth-centered

philosophies based upon the parameters of their legal

or professional obligations.  To the extent that it is

possible, being youth-centered can lead to positive

long-term outcomes for sexually exploited youth.

Victim-Centered

Victim-centered approaches focus on what is best for

the victim/survivor instead of what is best for the

criminal justice process.  Guaranteeing support and

autonomy for victim/survivors can improve outcomes

for a victim/survivor and for the community at large.

Victim-centered does not mean that the professional

must do everything that the victim/survivor requests.

The purpose of victim-centered work is to recognize

victim/survivors as the “experts” in their own lives,

respecting their role in systems response, and

providing them appropriate resources to meet their

current needs.  

Culturally Responsive

Culture is a complex, multilayered topic.  It does not

mean just race or ethnicity.  It also encompasses socio-

economic status, nationality, citizenship, religion, ability,

age, and much more.  In particular, a range of personal

and collective experience can coalesce into distinct

cultural identities, such as sexual orientation and

gender identification, disability, homelessness, and

street culture.  Culture influences each individual’s

views, behaviors, and relationships with others.  It plays

a role in how individuals understand and process

trauma, how they solve problems and describe their

experiences, where they access support, and how they

define justice.  An important part of the response to

sexual exploitation and trafficking is to provide

equitable services to all youth; this requires us to

provide culturally responsive services to the youth in

our community.

Trauma-Informed

Trauma is a reaction to one or more violent events or

negative experiences.  Sexual exploitation is abuse and

inherently traumatizing.  Methods used by exploiters

are designed to take advantage of a youth’s

vulnerabilities and decreasing their sense of self-worth.

In addition, sexually exploited youth may have also

experienced other forms of trauma, including

childhood sexual abuse, domestic violence, and/or

discrimination.  The intersections of the various

traumas experienced by sexually exploited or trafficked

youth may intersect with, reinforce, and contribute to

one another – this is called “complex trauma.”

Experiencing trauma can have serious and long-term

health effects, including mental and chemical health

issues, physical problems, and effects on the brain.

Victim/survivors may cope with their trauma by

engaging in substance abuse or engaging in other

harmful behaviors.  They may dissociate –

disconnecting from themselves and fracturing their

sense of identity.  

Strengths-Based

At its core, being strengths-based means focusing on

the potential of a youth.  Youth are “assets and

resources, not problems to be fixed or prevented.”

They are also more than the sum of things – in

particular, traumatic things – that have happened to

them.  Each youth brings unique context, interests,

strengths, and skills that have aided in that youth’s

ability to survive.  Draw upon and honor these

strengths when working with youth.

Access to services is the most pressing issue facing

many victims/survivors, responders, and communities.

Providing equity means that services are designed to

respond to the needs of individuals as well as groups.

Examples may include language access, materials that

reflect diverse populations or cultural groups, and

processes that have options for victims/survivors to get

the assistance they need after experiencing sexual

exploitation and/or trafficking.  This includes service

providers working to change issues of bias within their

systems and building proactive plans to provide

culturally responsive services.  

Participating Agencies
Goodhue County Attorney’s Office
651-267-4950

Common Ground
651-347-6500

Prairie Island Indian Community 
1-800-554-5473

HOPE Coalition
651-388-9360

Goodhue County Sheriff’s Department
651-385-3155

Red Wing Police Department
651-385-3155

Lake City Police Department
651-345-3344

Goodhue County Health and Human Services
651-385-3200

Mayo Clinic Health System- Red Wing
651-267-5000

Goodhue County Court Services
651-267-4900

Minnesota Coalition Against Sexual Assault (MNCASA)
651-209-9993

Hispanic Outreach of Goodhue County
651-301-2184

Safe Harbor Regional Navigator
507-289-0636

Red Wing Youth Outreach
651-388-3371

Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS)
1-888-575-2954

Minnesota Department of Corrections
651-267-3669

Scan the QR code >>

If you are a victim/survivor

of trafficking or are being

sexually exploited, please

take this brief survey so

we can continually

improve our response.

For more information on the Goodhue County
Safe Harbor Protocol Team, visit:

www.hope-coalition.org/goodhue-county-smart.
Select Safe Harbor Protocol Team in the left hand menu.
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